
Footpaths and Bridleway in Wythop Woods 577003, Wythop and Above Derwent Parishes  
  
The Forestry Commission are to carry out extensive timber harvesting operations within Wythop Woods from 
August 2018 onwards.  They plan to thin the whole of the forest over a 12 month period, with at least two 
teams of contractors working in the forest at once.  This means that there will be multiple sites in operation 
at any one time.  In addition to this, there is substantial windblow blocking some paths requiring clearfell of 
around 8,000 tonnes, mainly around the main east-west bridleway which forms part of the C2C cycle 
route.  This route, along with some other forest tracks, will be part of the main extraction routes. 
  
All this means that it will be difficult for the Forestry Commission to maintain public access along the rights of 
way within the forest, as it could impact upon their ability to carry out the required work in a timely and 
appropriate fashion 
  
They have therefore requested a temporary closure of all the paths in the woods for a six-month 
period.  Although the paths will be legally closed, the Forestry Commission intend to stagger their works as 
much as possible, thereby leaving sections of the forest still open to public access as often as they can.  They 
will erect signage indicating this at the time. 
  
The C2C route will be closed for the entire six months as on previous occasions.  The Commission and 
Sustrans are currently looking at possible alternative routes which will then be advertised on the C2C website, 
and notices will be erected on site. 
  
The westbound A66 carriageway will also be closed, with a contraflow system in place, and possibly traffic 
lights. 
  
The Commission consider that it is very unlikely that they will be able to complete the works within six months, 
and will almost certainly request an extension for a further six months.  However, by January 2019 they will 
know what they have been able to achieve, and what will be left – so the closure extension will probably only 
apply to some of the paths rather than all of them. 
  
There are few obvious alternative routes to get across Wythop Woods, and so the closures will, in effect, 
mean that walkers will need to find alternative areas to walk.  However, as mentioned above, the Commission 
will erect signs showing which parts of the forest are open and when.  Whilst we (the Lake District National 
Park Authority) would rather not restrict public access, it does seem as though the most logical solution in 
this set of circumstances would be to simply close all the paths within the woodland to help the work get 
completed as quickly as possible. 
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